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Willie S. Jett 
 
a witness called for the prosecution, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 
 

By the Judge Advocate. 
 
Q.  Will you look at the prisoners at the bar and see if you recognize any of them? 
A.  Only one of them. 
Q.  Which one? 
A.  Herold. 
Q.  Will you state on what occasion you first saw him, and all the circumstances attending 
your meeting? 
A.  Since the 25th of last October I had been stationed in Caroline county as Commissary 
Agent of the Confederate States Government. I was formerly a member of the 9th Virginia 
Cavalry, Company C. On the 29th of June last I was wounded and I remained out of service until 
the 25th of October. I went before the Medical Board in Richmond, was assigned to light duty, 
and appointed Commissary agent and was stationed in Caroline County of duty. I remained there 
as Commissary agent until – 
Q.  You need not go through all your services; just commence where you met Herold? 
A. I was on my way from Fauquier county, Virginia, over into Caroline county; having been 
stationed there. I had a great many friends, and was going over on a visit. I got right at Port 
Conway, and about 100 yards from the wharf, I saw a wagon down on the wharf, no uncommon 
occurrence as it was a regular ferry. 
Q. What was that? 
A.  That was on Monday. 
Q.  What day of the month? 
A.  The 18th of April as near as I can come of it. 
Q. It was the Monday following the assassination of the President? 
A. No the Monday week following that. We saw the wagon there. There were three of us 
together, Lieutenant Ruggles, a young man named Bainbridge, and myself, all on our way to 
Caroline County. We rode down to the wharf, but just before we got to the wagon we saw a man 
get out of the wagon, apparently a young man; and it seemed to us as if he out his hand in his 



bosom. We rode on down, did not pay any attention to it, passed by him and went down on the 
wharf. I do not remember whether we hailed the ferry-boat or not. Anyhow, while standing there 
this young man got out of the wagon and came towards where we were, and asked us what 
command we belonged to. Lieut. Ruggles spoke up and saw “we belong to Mosby’s command.” 
I made no reply then myself at all. I do not remember whether there was anything else said or 
not. Anyhow he said “if I am not inquisitive, can I ask where you are going.” I spoke up and 
replied “that is a secret where we are going.” I did not say anything more then, that I remember. 
We went back on the wharf again, and then a man got out of the wagon, and one of us [which 
one it was I do not know.] asked him what command he belonged to. He said he belonged to 
A.P. Hill’s corps, that there were two of them by the name of Boyd. He said his brother had been 
wounded down below Petersburg, and asked if we would take him out of the lines. We did not 
say then where we were going. I do not remember now what was said then, if anything was. 
Anyhow Herold asked us to go and take a drink. None of our boys drank anything, and we 
declined. 
 We rode up towards the house there. I got down, carried my horse in the stable, and tied 
him, and the other two boys tied their horses near the shed. We all sat down there, and Herold 
after setting down there, talking some time, or a little while, - it was a very short time, - touched 
me on the shoulder and said he wanted to speak to me, carried me down to the wharf, and he said 
“I suppose you are raising a command to go South.” I did not know why he thought that. He said 
he would like to go along with us. I did not say anything. After talking a little while I said “I 
cannot go with any men that I do not know anything about.” He seemed very much agitated and 
then remarked when we got down on the wharf, “we are the assassinators of the President.” I was 
so much confounded that I did not make any reply then that I remember. Lieut. Ruggles was very 
near, watering his horse, and I called to him, and he came there, and either Herold or myself 
remarked to Lieut. Ruggles that they were the assassinators of the President. Booth then came up 
and Herold introduced Booth. Booth I remember had on his hand “J.W.B.” We went back then to 
the house and sat there sometime on the steps. Then we went across the river. Booth was riding 
Ruggles’ horse, Herold was walking. When we got on the other side of the river before they got 
out of the boat, I got out on my horse and rode up to Port Royal, went in a house and saw a lady. 
He passed his name off to us first as Boyd and said he wanted to pass under that assumed name. I 
asked her if she could take in a wounded Confederate soldier, just as he represented himself to 
me, for two or three days. She at first consented. Then afterwards she said she could not. I 
walked across the street to Mr. Calitt’s, but he was not at home. We then went on up to Mr. 
Garrett’s and there we left Booth. Herold and all of us went on up the road then to within a few 
miles of Bowling Green. Bainbridge and Herold went to Mrs. Clark’s and Ruggles and myself to 
Bowling Green. The next day Herold returned to Garrett’s, or that way, and that was the last I 
saw of him. 
Q.  Herold introduced Booth to you as his brother, by the name of Boyd, did he? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he afterwards change the name? 



A. He afterwards told us that his name was Herold, and Booth’s name was Booth. They kept 
the same name, Boyd, though. 
Q. Do I understand you to say that these men, Herold and Booth, went to Garrett’s? 
A. No, sir, Herold did not go in, but Bainbridge and Herold stayed at the gate, and Ruggles 
and Booth, and myself rode up together. We left Booth there, and then came out to the gate and 
met Herold and Bainbridge, and went up the road together. 
Q.  You did not meet either of them afterwards? 
A. I met with Herold afterwards, with Booth I did not. Herold came up to Bowling Green the 
next day and spent the day and had dinner, and came down that evening, and that was the last I 
saw of them. 
Q. Do you know where Herold went from Bowling Green? 
A.  I do not know. That was the last I saw of him. The next day, on Wednesday, he left at I 
suppose half past 2 or 3 o’clock. That was the last I saw of him, except the night they were 
caught when I went down there, and I saw him the next morning. 
Q. When you saw Herold the next morning he was in custody of the officers, was he not? 
A. He was. 
Q.  Did you or not before this declaration that they were the assassinators of the President, 
make known that you were in the Confederate service? 
A. They saw that because we were all dressed in Confederate uniform. I had just returned 
from Fauquier county where I had been with Mosby’s command, in hopes of getting to my own 
regiment, after the fall of Richmond. We had not then heard of the surrender of General Lee. 
 
 

Cross Examination by Mr. Stone. 
 
Q. This young man Herold wanted to aid Booth in getting further south? 
A. Yes sir. That of course we could not do, because we had no facilities; at least we did not 
do it. 
Q. Did he not seem to be a good deal disappointed when you could not do it? 
A. Yes sir. I think he seemed to be disappointed after we made known to him what our 
object was, that we were going over on a visit. 
Q.  Was Booth present when you were talking with Herold? 
A.  Not when Herold first told me that they were the assassinators of the President. Booth 
was not present then. Booth came up a few moments afterwards with Bainbridge I think, or 
probably a little ahead of him, perhaps behind him, I do not remember which. 
Q. Did not Herold appear to be a good deal agitated? 
A. Yes sir, his voice trembled very much. 
Q. He was not very self possessed? 
A. No sir, I do not think he was. 
Q. How did Booth seem to be? 



A. Booth remarked that he would not have done it. 
Q.  Would not have done what? 
A. Would not have told. Booth said he did not intend telling. 
Q. Herold did tell? 
A. Herold had told when Booth came up. 
Q. Herold did not tell you, that he had killed the President? 
A. No. He said “we are the assassinators of the President”; and then I think he said “yonder 
is the assassinator,” pointing back to where Booth was standing. 
Q. You think he may have used the word “we,” but that he pointed back and said “yonder is 
the assassin?” 
A.  No; he said first “we are the assassinators of the President”;  and then in a few moments 
he said “yonder is J. Wilkes Booth, the man who killed the President”, or he may have said 
“Lincoln” instead of “the President.” 
 
 

By Mr. Aiken. 
 
Q. Have you ever taken the oath of allegiance? 
A. No sir. I am perfectly willing to do it, though. 


